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Partnerships UK Projects Database – A Guide for New Users 
This database forms the foundation of an ongoing initiative to provide an extensive 
evidence base for all projects with a public:private focus within the UK. 

PUK is continually seeking to build on the information we hold for these projects as 
well as adding details of new projects as and when the data becomes available. 

This document provides quick instruction for the user on how to access the 
database and search for the information they require. 

The sections are set out as follows:

1 How do I access PUK’s new website? 2 
2 How do I access the database? 3 
2.1 How do I use the Projects Map Search? 4 
2.1.1 Regional Data 5 
2.1.2 Sub Regional Data 6 
2.1.3 An Example of a Project Record 7 
2.2 How do I use the Simple Filter Search? 8 
2.2.1 Project Category 8 
2.2.2 Projects Sector 8 
2.2.3 Project Location 9 
2.2.4 Example Search 9 
2.3 How do I use the Quick Free Text Search? 11 
2.4 How do I use the Advanced Search Facility? 12 
2.4.1 Free Text Search 12 
2.4.2 Filter Search 13 
2.4.3 Example Search – How would I search for all the Primary & 

Secondary School Projects in England? 14 
2.4.4 Example Search – How would I search for all the projects greater 

than £20m in capital value that have reached financial close in 
the financial year 2002 / 2003? 16 

2.4.5 Example Search – How would I search for all the projects on 
which a particular company have acted as Financial Advisor? 18 
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1 How do I access PUK’s new website? 
The database forms part of PUK’s new website, which can be found at 
www.partnershipsuk.org.uk. 

 

http://www.partnershipsuk.org.uk/
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2 How do I access the database? 
There are two ways to access the projects database from the homepage. 

Via the Projects Database button near the top of the page, this will take you to the 
introductory page; 

 
Or the projects database quick-link in the top right hand corner of the screen; 

 
This will take you straight to the font page of the database. 
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There are a number of ways you can access the data held on the database. These 
are; 

 Projects Map Search 

 Simple Filter Search 

 Quick Free Text Search 

 Advanced Free Text and Filter Search 

This section explains how you can access the project data using these methods. 

2.1 How do I use the Projects Map Search? 
The project map allows you to search for project data by country, region, county, 
unitary authority or London borough. 

The map is divided into Scotland, Northern Ireland, Wales and the nine areas of 
England covered by the regional government offices. 

If you move your mouse over an area of the map it displays the region name and 
the number of projects in that region. 
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2.1.1 Regional Data 
To view a project in a particular region, simply click the corresponding part of the 
map. 

For example, if you click on London you will be presented with a map of London 
divided into the local boroughs. 

 
The number of projects and a sub-total of the capital value of the projects within 
London is displayed in top right hand side of the screen. 

The projects are listed underneath the map and you will need to scroll down the 
page to view the whole list. 

You can sort your results in ascending or descending order by clicking on any of 
the column headings. 

To view a particular project record, simply click on the row required. 

Alternatively you can filter your search further by clicking on a sub-region, in this 
case a London borough. 

To return to the font page click the map of the UK. 
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2.1.2 Sub Regional Data 
If you click on your sub-region of interest you are presented with a more narrowly 
filtered list and an adjusted project count and capital value figure.  

You can sort your results in ascending or descending order by clicking on the 
column headings. 

To view the project record, simply click on the project that interests you. 

To return to all the data for the region, in this case London, click on [show all]. 
To return to the font page click the map of the UK. 
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2.1.3 An Example of a Project Record 

 
A project record can contain up to four images of the project. The images are 
displayed in the main window by clicking on the thumbnail images at the side. 

The related links allow the user to view any relevant web material. 

You can either scroll down the page to browse the data or click on the shortcut 
links to take you to the group of data you require. 

Some project records contain video footage of the project. If you are connected to 
the web through a dial up connection you will need to click on the 56k link. If you 
have broadband you can select the broadband link. Once you click the link a media 
player will show the video. 
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2.2 How do I use the Simple Filter Search? 
To the right of the project map on the front page of the database there are three 
drop-down lists. You can filter your search by selecting an option from one or more 
of these lists. 

 

2.2.1 Project Category 
Currently the database only contains details relating to PFI projects in the UK. As 
the database develops, this will be expanded to take into account other forms of 
PPP and National Programmes such as Partnerships for Schools. 

Therefore, it follows that the options for this drop-down list are; 

 PFI 

 PPP 

 National Programme 

 Other Joint Venture 

2.2.2 Projects Sector 
This lists the business service or industry sector most applicable to the projects 
contained in the database. 

The sector listing has two tiers with high level sectors such health and education 
divided into sub-sectors. For example, education will have Primary, Secondary, 
Further and Higher among its sub-sectors. 

Note: Education contains a sub-sector called Primary & Secondary with 
categorises projects which involve both primary and secondary schools. 
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2.2.3 Project Location 
This is the same regional listing as used in the Projects Map. However, it also 
allows you to search for projects that have a UK Wide scope, i.e. projects which 
have no specific geographical base but cover the entire UK; and projects that have 
a region-wide scope, for example roads or transport projects that cover a number 
of areas. 

For example, if you select “All projects within England” you will be presented with a 
list of all the PFI projects on the database that are based within England. However 
if you select “England Wide Projects” you’ll see a much shorter list of projects that 
have an England-wide scope. 

2.2.4 Example Search 
To search for PFI hospital developments in London you would select; 

1. Your category,  2. Your sector,  3. The region, 4. Then click Go 
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The search results are returned in the same format as the Projects Map search 
and you can sort your results in ascending or descending order by clicking on the 
column headings. 

 
You can scroll down the list and select individual records by clicking on the record 
you need. 
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2.3 How do I use the Quick Free Text Search? 

 
The quick search window is always accessible in the top right hand corner of the 
screen. 

 
This search facility allows you to search the entire website as well as data held on 
the projects database. 

To search for information, enter your search term then click the Go button. 

The results are returned as illustrated below. 

 
Note: To ensure desired results for your query, please avoid the use of quotation 
marks. 
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2.3.1 How do I use the Advanced Search Facility? 
Click the button in top right hand side of the screen of the 
Projects Database page. This will take you to the Advanced Search page. 

The Advanced Search page allows you to search for information in two separate 
ways; Free Text Search and Filter Search. 

2.3.2 Free Text Search 
You can enter up to three search terms and join them together using check boxes; 

The search engine selects ‘and’ by default and the more search terms you enter 
the narrower your search becomes. 

 
If you want to widen the scope of your search you should select ‘or’. You can also 
use a combination of both arguments. 

The search results are returned in table format and you can sort your results in 
ascending or descending order by clicking on the column headings. 

The number of projects and a sub-total of the capital value of the projects that 
contain the search terms are displayed in top right hand side of the screen. 
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2.3.3 Filter Search 
The filter search will allow you to select your search terms from data held on the 
database. 

This page displays a number of categories that you can use in the project search.  
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drop-down lists for both those categories. 

 e Project Location drop-down list 
t.  

 

To activate a field, click on the box next to the field you want. This will include all 
the data held for that field in the results. 

If you want to look for data from a particular Department of company you can 
further narrow your search by selecting an option from the corresponding drop-
down list. 

You can also add a date or capital value condition to limit your results to a specific 
range. 

Note: The more conditions you enter, the narrower your search will be. 
Consequently, fewer results will be returned. 

2.3.4 Example Search – How would I search for all the Primary & Secondary 
School Projects in England? 

 Check the boxes by ‘Project Location’ and ‘Project Sector’. This will activate the 

Select ‘All Projects Within England’ from th
and ‘Education – Primary & Secondary’ from the Project Sector drop-down lis

Then click on the ‘Run’ button 
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This will return the name, capital value, location and sector of all primary & 
secondary school projects in England. The number of projects and a sub-total of 
the capital value of the projects that contain the search terms are displayed in top 
right hand side of the screen. 

 
You can click on the headings to sort the results in ascending or descending order. 

Note: If you do not make any selection from the drop-down list but just switch on 
the fields; the search will return all projects and include columns for location and 
sector in the results table. Project Name and Capital Value are always returned in 
the search results. 
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2.3.5 Example Search – How would I search for all the projects greater than £20m 
in capital value that have reached financial close in the financial year 2002 / 
2003? 

 Check the boxes by ‘Capital Value’ and ‘Date of Financial Close’. This will 
activate these two fields. 

 
 To specify your capital value condition check the ‘more than’ box and enter 20 

in currency field. 

 
 To specify your dates, check the ‘between’ box. This will activate a second date 

field with the current date entered as a default. 

 
 On the first date field click the ‘date’ button this launches a pop up calendar. 

 Select 2002 from the year look up, April from the month look up and 1 from the 
calendar 
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 This will enter 1 April 2002 in the first date field.  

 Note: When entering date from the calendar, select the year, month and 
day in that order. 

 Click the ‘date’ button underneath the second date field to launch the pop up 
calendar 

 Select 2003, March and 31 from the calendar 

 This will enter 31 March 2003 in the second date field 

 Finally, click on the ‘Run’ button. 

 
This will return the name, capital value and date of financial close of all projects 
greater than £20m capital value in 2002/2003. The number of projects and a sub-
total of the capital value of the projects that contain the search terms are displayed 
in top right hand side of the screen. 

You can click on the headings to sort the results in ascending or descending order. 

Note: If you switch on the fields but do not enter any criteria, the search will return 
all projects and include a column for Date of Financial Close in the results table. 
Project Name and Capital Value are always returned in the search results. 
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2.3.6 Example Search – How would I search for all the projects on which a 
particular company have acted as Financial Advisor? 

 Check the box by Financial Advisor. This will activate the drop-down list. 

 
 Click on the button by the side of the list, then scroll down and select the 

company you require. For example, PricewaterhouseCoopers (PwC). 

 

 Click the ‘Run’ button 
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This will return the Project Name and Capital Value of all the projects that the 
database has details of PricewaterhouseCoopers providing financial advisor on. 
You can click on the headings to sort the results in ascending or descending order. 

 
The number of projects and a sub-total of the capital value of the projects that 
contain the search terms are displayed in top right hand side of the screen. 

Project Name and Capital Value are always returned in the search results. 
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